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Nairne and Districts Residents Association  

Membership application    

Name: ................................................................................................................................................... 

Postal Address: .................................................................................................................................... 

Residential Address: ........................................................................................................................... 

Phone (Home): .................................................................................................................................... 

Phone (Mobile): .................................................................................................................................. 

Email: .................................................................................................................................................. 

 Please send me the Nairne News by email. (Note: large file size may be unsuitable for dial-up 

internet connections).  

 Please send your completed form with the membership fee to:  

The Treasurer, Nairne and Districts Residents Association 

PO Box 416, Nairne SA 5252 

Membership costs: Concession $15, Individual $20, and Family $25. 

 

 

The Nairne and Districts Residents Association  

Presidentôs Report 

Hello, my name is Simon Martin and I am the new president of the Nairne and District Residents 

Association (N&DRA). I first moved to Nairne in 1991 and, apart from a period overseas, I have 

made this great town my home. My role in N&DRA has been as vice-president for a number of 

years and now itôs my turn to be president. I would like to thank the immediate past president 

Jenni Adams for her valuable contribution in recent years.  

I was elected president at our AGM on 17 August, along with a very talented group of individuals 

from a diverse range of backgrounds. I look forward to the exciting things we can achieve. The 

first of which is the Spring Family Picnic to be held on Sunday 25 September in Byethorne Park. 

This will be the third Spring event to be run by our organisation, and we are very happy to be do-

ing this again in conjunction with Ink Pot Arts.  

As well as very public events like these, N&DRA is involved behind the scenes lobbying our local 

Council and Councillors for Nairne to be properly considered in the next stages of the rollout of 

the 30 Year Development Plan. The Council had to develop a Structural Plan for affected areas 

and we made many representations in different forms to the Council; from one -on-one meetings 

with the Councilôs senior advisor on this subject, to a grassroots ócontact your  Councillorô cam-

paign. As is the case in situations like this, we will never know what swayed their opinion. Maybe 

it was the many local residents who turned up to the two information forums run by the Council  
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Disclaimer  

The Nairne News and the Nairne and Districts 

Residents Association Inc. accept no responsibility 

for the content of any advertisements or articles in 

this Newsletter.  Views expressed in the Nairne News 

are not necessarily those of the Nairne News, its 

editor or publisher, or the Nairne and Districts 

Residents Association. 

Do you have something to               

contribute to the Nairne News?  

Articles and advertisements for publication in the 

next issue to be received by  

20 October 2011 .   

Contact:  

The Editor, Nairne News  

PO Box 416  

Nairne, SA 5252  

Or:    

nairnenews@hotmail.com  

 

PROOFREADING  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-   Newsletters -   Brochures  

-   Websites   -   Menus, etc 

Before you have your next document 

printed, I can check it for spelling and 

grammatical errors.  

Phone Jo  

0408 424130  or  8388 6581 

 

The Nairne and Districts Residents Association  

Presidentôs Report (cont.) 

in Nairne in May/June. I think it was all of these things. What we do know is some small but sig-

nificant changes were made to the plan but, of equal importance, Nairneôs issues were given am-

ple time for some very well considered discussion. I was very happy with that outcome. 

The next stage of the development process will be the Council considering whether to put houses 

all the way down to Bald Hills Rd. There is a proposal for such a development that the Council 

needs to consider in the coming months. Keep an eye out for posters and signs closer to the time. 

I have written to the new Minister for Planning, John Rau, asking to clarify if it is allowable for 

even more houses to be built on rural land. Officially there is a limit of 7000 new homes to be in 

the Hills as a result of the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide. N&DRA will be keeping a close eye 

on this subject to make sure everyone sticks to the new rules. 

Finally, I would like to encourage residents to consider being involved in the Nairne Trees for 

Towns program. It would be wonderful to have more native trees and shrubs in our town. The 

benefits will be there for us and our wildlife to enjoy for years to come if we get involved now.  

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 September, 7 pm in the Nairne Institute .  

Everyone is welcome.  Hope to see you there.   
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Every Generation eventsðOctober 2011 
 

Come for a big day out in Mount BarkerðFriday 21st October  10:00 am.   Devonshire 

tea followed by musical and poetry performances that will make you reminisce about the past 

and reflect on the future in the hands of some our youngest generation. Cost:   $8 for pre -paid 

tickets, or $10 on the day.  The price includes morning tea and entertainment by Me nô Me Mate 

and the inspirational students of the Mount Barker Primary School Festival of Music Choir and 

their dedicated teacher. 

 Venue: Auchendarroch House, Mount Barker (entrance off Dumas Street).  Tickets 

on sale soon at the Mount Barker Library, Mount Barker Council and Mount Barker Primary 

School - one session only so donôt miss out!  (Special $9.90 meal deals and special movie 

deal to be offered for people who wish to stay on after the performances and make 

this a truly memorable day out.)  

A variety of other Every Generation events and activities will be held across the Mount Barker 

district during the month of October. Go to the council website on 

www.dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au  or watch out for flyers around the community. Enjoy!  

   

http://www.dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au/
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Nairneôs Spring Family Picnic 

Pack your hamper with a feast of goodies, pack your picnic rug or a few 

chairs, gather the kids and a kite or a game, and head to Byethorne Park for a 

fantastic day out on Sunday 25th September, 10 am ð3 pm.   

Ink Pot Arts Inc. has been busy formulating ideas for some fun and entertainment.  The feature 

band for the day will be the Bearded Gypsy Band .  The musicians,  Tom Boehm (Violin & Man-

dolin), Kiah Gossner (Bass), Tom Kneebone (Guitar) and Max Tulysewski (Drums), compose and 

perform their own style of eclectic gypsy music with celtic, folk, jazz and blues influences. Their 

original music takes the listener on exploratory journeys with varying energies, styles and 

rhythms. Recently, a venue manager, when speaking about The Bearded Gypsy Band, said.... "If 

you have seen them before then you know what a significant talent they are .... if you haven't seen 

them before then be prepared to weep at how relatively little you have achieved in your own life." 

Tony Hannan will be there in the morning with his box of circus tricks to let the children try 

their hand at various juggling and balancing activities.  There will also be the chance for the kids 

to ñcome ónô try guitarò with local guitar teacher, Guy Phillips.  Of course, there will be a face 

painter for those who love to look like something else for the day.  And Trees for Towns will 

be offering children the chance to plant some native seed in a tube to take home.  The program of 

entertainment and activities is still being developed, and there will be plenty more to see and do, 

or you can just kick back in the sun, relax and soak up the music and the atmosphere! 

And even if you donôt get the chance to pack a picnic basket, donôt let that stop you enjoying the 

day!  You can pick up a cool drink or a coffee at the park and a tasty sausage will be available from 

BBQ of the Lions Club of Nairne.  The event will be fun-filled and alcohol -free.  See you there!!  

A partnership of the Nairne and District Residents Association and Ink Pot Arts Inc., with funding from the District 

Council of Mount Barker, and thanks to the generous donation of time and skills by local creative artists.   

The Bearded Gypsy Band playing at the Snowy Mountains Music Festival earlier this year.  
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Councillorôs commentaryé. 
Winter is certainly upon us, and I hope you are able to stay warm and dry.  But, with the blossoms 

now starting to appear, Spring is not far awayé  

First of all, I congratulate Rebecca Orr of Nairne Green Thumbs and those assisting with her suc-

cessful óTrees for Towns ô initiative.  Projects like this, instigated and implemented by inspired 

individuals, enable the wider community to carry forward those things which make our town a 

good place to live.  For more information, you can e-mail nairnegreenthumbs@hotmail.com . 

Still on things to do with trees, regrettably I need to mention that a stand of six established 

manna gums ( Eucalyptus viminalis ) on Matthew Rd  was recently brought down.  The 

trees were adversely affected by the installation of underground services by private contractors 

when Matthew Rd was reconstructed a couple of years ago.  However, Councilôs arborist has been 

able to modify some remaining tree trunks to provide a continuing habitat for various native bird 

species.  Shrubbery is being planted at the base of those trunks to provide a habitat for other wild-

life forms.  And, for the longer term, staff have also collected seed material from the lost trees to 

propagate replacements. 

Work to alleviate recurring flood problems on North Railway Tce continues.  Detailed de-

sign work is now under way to divert excess stormwater flowing along the natural watercourse 

(Nairne Creek) through some properties.  An underground pipe, bypassing affected properties, is 

planned to connect the detention basin at the top of North Railway Tce to an existing pipe along 

Nairne (Woodside) Rd. Subject to Council 

approval, the project is expected to be com-

pleted in the current financial year;   the esti-

mated cost is between $425,000 and 

$480,000.   

Those who travel between Nairne, Dawesley 

and Brukunga will be familiar with the haz-

ardous Sydney Rd/Pyrites Rd junction .  

Council has already done scoping work in an-

ticipation of the junction being identified as a 

óBlack Spotô project.  The State Government 

has now approved funding (two-thirds of the 

estimated total cost of $306,000) for recon-

struction of the junction.  Tenders will now 

be called for the work to get under way and 

be completed in the current financial year.  

Council has also recently been advised by the 

State Government that the names of two 

major local roads have been changed un-

der the auspices of the Rural Property Ad-

dressing Project. Affected are sections of the 

Old Princes Hwy in Nairne, which have vari-

ously been known as óPrinces Hwyô, óSouth 

Tceô, and óMain Rdô.  All will now be officially 

identified by the name óOld Princes Hwyô;  

that name will also apply to the same road 

passing through Dawesley and Kanmantoo.  

In addition, the road variously known as 

 

mailto:stripeycat@adam.com.au
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óWoodside Rdô or óNairne-Woodside Rdô now officially becomes óNairne Rdô for its entire length, 

from its intersection with Old Princes Hwy in Nairne to the Woodside township.  

Several development issues .  Councilôs óStructure Planô for Mt Barker, Nairne and Littlehamp-

ton has now been sent to the State planning minister - a response probably will not be forthcom-

ing much before the end of 2011 at the earliest.  Council has yet to see a formal development ap-

plication for a mooted new shopping centre expected to be lodged in respect of the area to the 

north -west of Old Princes Hwy and Nairne Rd.  And a presentation was made to Council in July 

by the current owners of the Nairne Retirement Village foreshadowing an upgrade of the facility, 

but again we are yet to see a formal development application. 

Work is about to get under way to provide a temporary car park at the top of Saleyard Rd  

to alleviate the difficult situation for parents dropping off and picking up their children from the 

primary school.  This will be an interim arrangement until a more permanent car parking area 

can be incorporated into the immediately adjoining area, now identified as the new MDPA resi-

dential zone. 

As an approved project in the 2011-12 Council budget, the Nairne Oval Committee was success-

ful in obtaining funds to engage a consulting engineer to assist in developing a three-year plan to 

upgrade this valued multi -use complex.          

Finally, another pleasant trees story.  We have been able to enhance de Gacher St  with the 

planting of twelve small flowering trees ( Grevillea banksii ) along the street, as well as a couple of 

other deciduous species at the western entrance to the old railway station. 

If you would like more detail on any of the matters mentioned in this column or about other 

Council issues, please donôt hesitate to contact me.     Cr Trevor Corbell JP   
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Spiny Rushð letôs keep it out! 
Nairne Green Thumbs 

Spiny rush (Juncus acutus, also known as sharp rush) is a tussocky rush 

native to Europe, Africa and the Americas.  It can invade waterways and 

saline soils where it quickly overtakes native species, resulting in reduced 

food and habitat resources for local fauna, and in pastoral areas it can 

form impenetrable thickets making access to pasture and water sources 

difficult for stock.  It grows 1.3 to 1.6 metres tall and can be confused with 

other native rushes such as pale rush (Juncus pallidus ) and sea rush 

(Juncus kraussii ), but can be identified by the very sharp point (spine) at 

the end of each of the cylindrical leaves and stems, and the chestnut-

coloured fruit.   Removal of spiny rush can be very difficult once it covers 

large areas due to the spiny nature of the weed making access to central 

parts of the infestation difficult.  However, at early stages of infestation, 

where plants are well-spaced, controlling the weed is easily managed. 

The SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM has been conducting trials of control 

methods in the lower lakes and has come up 

with a protocol which indicates a spray, a burn 

off of the dead vegetation, and then a re-spray 

of any regrowth over a 12 to 18 month period.   

The best time to start control of this 

major weed is September . 

So if you think you might have spiny rush on 

your property, please contact the NRM for de-

tails on the best-practice control method for 

this weed. Phone the SA Murray-Darling Basin 

NRM on (08) 8532 1432 or email them at  

 enquiries@samdbnrm.sa.gov.au . 

 

 

 

Enjoy helping others?  Want to make a difference?  Enjoy driving? 

Vacancies currently exist for volunteers to join Hills Community Transport (HCT) to assist eligible 

clients with their transport needs, helping people to improve and maintain their quality of life.  

Dedicated volunteers are required to transport the frail aged, disabled and other transport disadvan-

taged to medical appointments, shopping, and social activities within the Adelaide Metro and Ade-

laide Hills region. Vehicles are provided and HCT can offer flexibility as to days worked (weekdays 

only).  

A current drivers licence is required, along with a commitment to undertake the Volunteer Driver 

Accreditation Program. Costs of accreditation will be paid by HCT. The ability to interact with people 

from all walks of life and offer empathy, understanding and patience are important to this role.  

Contact Marisa on 8391 7234 for further information.  
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Monday to Friday 9 am ð 5.30 pm  

Saturday  9 am ð 1 pm  

Sunday 10 am ð 12 noon   

Come in and see Mike, Shirley or Paul 

for all your:  

Gardening needs,                                          

Painting requirements, Cement & 

Tools, Handyman equipment,       

Kitchenware etc 

óIf we havenôt got it, 

weôll get it for you!ô 

102 Main St, Nairne  

Ph. 8388 6457  

 

Trees For Towns Taking Shape 
By Rebecca Orr, Nairne Green Thumbs 

If you have been out and about recently you may have seen Trees For Towns information booths, 

received a flyer, or even bought some local species seedlings from us. 

On Saturday 30 July, we held an information session in front of Sheehanôs Hardware, supported by 

the wonderful Nairne Lions with a sausage sizzle to raise money for running the Trees For Towns 

project. We followed this up with a weekday info session in front of the Nairne Post Office. The 

seedlings proved very popular and it was great to see people interested in what some of the shrubs 

indigenous to the Nairne area look like. Seedlings are still available for a gold coin donation; please 

email nairnegreenthumbs@hotmail.com  if you are interested in some for your property.  

In collaboration with Mt Barker Council we have decided on a species list for the project and are 

planning our species mixes for the planting sites. Council has offered to propagate some extra seed-

lings from local seed to boost our plant numbers, which is much appreciated. This allows us to have 

a greater diversity of species, which will in turn be appreciated by the birds, insects and other fauna 

that rely on these plants for their survival.  

Nairne Green Thumbs also recently attended the Trees For Life Seed Collecting Workshop and Col-

lection Day.  We had the opportunity to collect seed from a number of local tree species, including 

seed from Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata ) that may go toward Trees For Towns in 

Nairne and Mt Barker.  

To get involved in Trees For Towns, email nairnegreenthumbs@hotmail.com  or call 8388 6401. 

Nairne Green Thumbs would like to thank the 

Nairne Market for generously donating the 

money for our group membership with Trees 

For Life for the Trees For Towns project.  Pic-

tured are, from left, Peter, Helen and Dot.  

mailto:nairnegreenthumbs@hotmail.com
mailto:nairnegreenthumbs@hotmail.com

